CHAPTER   XIX

THE   &ETURN   TO  ENGLAND

FROM the day that the cold weather commenced Mc-
Clintock's health improved, and early in December he
was as stout and well as ever he had been in his life. He
had, however, such a liking to the Plassey, and all belonging
to her, as to make him determine to return to Madras via
England, rather a round about road to be sure, but he said
he adopted it in support of the adage, "The farthest way
about is the shortest way home." We all rejoiced at his
so determining, for he was an uncommon fine young man.

My cash being all expended, I was under the necessity
of drawing upon my father for one hundred and fifty
pounds, though I was almost ashamed to dp so after the
enormous expence I had put him to.

On the 15th Captain Waddell informed McClintock and
me he would convey us on board the following day in his
barge. We therefore spent that morning in taking leave
of our foreign acquaintances, especially Mr. Chambers, the
chief Swedish supercargo, also the Dutch chief, both of
whom had behaved with the utmost politeness to us.
After breakfast of the 16th, having offered our acknowledg-
ments to all the English gentlemen, most of whom accom-
panied us down to the water side, we embarked, whereupon
they cheered us, we and our boat's crew returning the com-
pliment. Thus I left Canton where I had spent four months
very happily, having been received with a hospitality and
kindness nothing could exceed. We reached the Plasszy
to dinner, (the anchors being then apeak) and dropped
down the river until dark, when we anchored for the night.
At day break of the 17th we weighed, running down at a
great rate. In the evening being off Macao, the pilot left
us. We then hove to until the next morning, when we rail
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